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STUDENTS

DON’T
PANIC!
Review this guide
now and in a few
days, you’ll have a
better picture of
the situation.

We’ve got
your back
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It’s true we face uncertain times. The
pandemic affects all aspects of academic
life, but Domeg has assembled an
emergency advice pack to help you through.

It’s normal to feel anxious and worried, the
crisis took us all by surprise and
overwhelmed some of the best-prepared
organisations in the world.

The transition from 16/18 to adulthood is a
precious time. It is perhaps the most
important pivot in our lives. If this is your
time, take it slow. As you become adults you
will own your decisions like never before.
You’ll find no shortage of advice lies ahead
but remember you will decide where you go,
it’s your journey.

As we pick ourselves up and dust ourselves
off though, it’s important to stay calm.
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Remember, even the darkest storms pass
eventually.

This guide is designed to help navigate you
through this confusing time and you’ll find
information on:
GCSE’s & A Level cancellations:
What you need to know and what to do next.
Plan B and other options:
Considering alternative career ideas,
vocational training, and the best path for
you.

Where to get help:
A list of websites, news, relevant legislation,
and specialist resources to support you.
Appeals:
Get advice on the current examination
guidelines, procedures and rules. Can you
appeal? If so how and who you need to speak
to.
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Hooray no
algorithm
used for
2021

How will I be
assessed?
Find out here
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Results Day
A’Levels 10th August
GCSE		 12th August

Appeal
Process 2021
Latest info can
be found here

GCSE’s & A-Level exams
At present, all GCSE and A-Level exams have
been cancelled.
It’s natural to feel frustrated. Only you can
know how hard you worked and however
hard it was, it’s unfair that you won’t be
given the chance to shine.
At this confusing time, though, it is
important you understand what’s going to
happen next and what, if anything, you can
do about it.
Government guidelines tell teachers to
consider all course work, mocks, and other
assessment evidence. Your teachers will
award grades which ‘fairly reflect the work
you have put in’.
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However unfair you feel this is,
remember your teachers know you well.
They will be asked to provide
grades they believe you
would have achieved if
the exams had gone
ahead.

In addition, a process will be agreed with
exam regulators and exam boards to see
that students hard work and dedication is
rewarded.
There may be an opportunity to improve
exam grades in the autumn. 66% of students
who took this exam in 2020 improved their
score (excluding english & math’s) subject to
government announcement.
Grades awarded through this process will
be indistinguishable from those provided in
other years,meaning your marks will be just
as relevant and important.
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Never
Forget…

How GCSEs, AS and A
levels will be awarded
in summer 2021
Working out your grade

Graded by teacher
judgement

Not graded by an
algorithm

Remember, you
are greater than
your grades!

School and college
assessments can
continue

You’ll only be assessed
on what you’ve been
taught

Your teacher will tell
you what evidence is
used to grade you
Over the years in school and out you have
gained a great deal of knowledge and
understanding, you have developed skill,
talents, and abilities. No matter what
happens this year, these skills will stay with
you and grow in time.
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While you’re waiting,there are lots
of things you can do:
•

Keep all your work – course work, revision
notes, any completed assessments and
the all the results.

•

Take advantage of all the ‘free’ online
stuff available, maybe learn something
new.

•

Talk with your Career’s Advisor to help
you plan your next steps.

Private candidates to
work with a school,
college or exam centre
to provide evidence for
them to be graded

Evidence

Mocks, tests and work
already done can be
used as evidence

Non-exam assessment
should continue

Non-exam assessments
can be used as
evidence even if
incomplete

Art & design grade
based only on your
portfolio

Teachers can use
question banks
provided by exam
boards if they want to

Results and appeals

Results days
AS and A level
10 August
GCSE
12 August

If you’re unhappy with
your grade, you can
appeal it. First step is
to submit an appeal to
your school or college.

You can find out more details
from your school, college or
exam board, or by visiting the
Ofqual website.

www.gov.uk/ofqual

Results will be based
on completed and
future work, so keep
doing your best
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Keeping a
positive
mindset –
Jedi Mind
Tricks

The Big
Picture
The future is a big place and big stuff
always seems daunting from a distance.
Depending on where you are right now. You may be considering
your subjects for next year, or thinking about where you want to
study, or maybe you’re thinking about taking a year out. Before
you do any of that though, it’s a good idea to work out who you
are.
The kind of person you are is a good measure of what you might
enjoy and what you’ll end updating. It’s important to understand
that it’s your future that lies ahead and therefore it’s a bad idea
to let anyone else taint that decision.

Keep Sane
& Carry On
Keeping to a routine during this time is essential. It can help you to
manage your feelings, emotions, and general mental state.
Stay organised
Keep the chaos in the cupboard.
Keep active
Sofas feel so much comfier with straight A’s.
Don’t panic
The pandemic affects us all,
remember you’re in all the same boat (…
it’s either the Titanic or a life raft… it’s your
choice).
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Don’t suffer alone
If you’re struggling, reach out. No one wants
to see you suffer and help is out there.
Eat well
We are what we eat. Don’t be a donut…
Sleep on it
OK, so you know what 3 am feels like, time
to put it back in the box.

Take on board what your family wants and what the Careers
Advisor said and make your own mind up. Don’t worry where
your mates or your girlfriend/boyfriend are going or even what
career they are pursuing.
This is your call and wherever your goal takes you,it will be you
who made it.
Take some time to yourself and do a little searching. Grab a big
old pad and a pen and write down everything and anything that
matters. Consider your likes and your dislikes, your passions,
your beliefs, your dreams and your nightmares.
What lies ahead is more than a series of steps, it is a journey and
every part of that will shape the person you become.
Like all journeys, you can plan for it and the more you plan, the
better your adventure will be.
To plan ahead you’ll need to know who you are… here are just
a few things to consider and remember you can be honest with
yourself and it would be a dull world if we were all alike.
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Who Am I?

You don’t
have to be
great to
start,

What floats your
boat?
Glass half full
or empty?

You have
to start to
be great.

Add as many as you can and you’ll soon start
to see a picture of the person you are. By
understanding your strengths and areas
where you can improve, you’ll develop a
better understanding of where you want to
be in the years to come.
Remember, not everyone wants fame and
not everyone wants a fortune. Some people
want to change the world, others are happy
to find their place in it. By working out who
you are, you’ll give yourself the best possible
chance on the road ahead and we wish you
an amazing adventure and we’ll even come
with you for a time if you like.
Once you have a good idea of who you are
(and we know what a huge ask that is ) you
might start to find your older plans start to
unravel a little and new ideas may bubble up
in their place. Once you have a vague idea of
what you want to do, finding a road map is a
lot easier.
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It’s fair to say no matter how this year’s
results work out, they will be unfair on some
of you. That could mean lower grades for
students who deserved better or higher
grades for those who didn’t. Either way, if
you want to make an impression this year
and claim your place at whatever table
you’re aiming for now is the time to stand
out.
This year when you ‘re applying for a place,
don’t just think outside the box… burn the
box. You have time now to work out how
you’re going to make an impact. Ring your
personal statement right from your heart,
make a triumphant video, but whatever you
do… break the mould.
Remember, if you are looking at universities
or colleges and are unable to visit the
campus, reach out to former students and
check their websites. Many institutions have
a raft of information available, including
virtual tours of the site.

Bold?

What drives
you forward?

Apple or
Android?

What skills do
you possess?
Good on your own or better in a team?
Who do you
look up to? Courteous? What

Creative? grinds
your
Academic?

gears?

Are you a maker
or designer?
Listener or
talker?

Considerate?
Introvert or
Extrovert?
Are you kind?

What drives
you mad?
Who would you avoid?

Resources and websites
Careers websites for students

nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/
explore-careers

www.prospects.ac.uk/
jobprofiles

www.careerpilot.org.uk

targetcareers.co.uk

Thanks for listening and remember your future career awaits you.
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